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this lady’s theme will be found in the 
following, from a patriotic speech, de- 
livered on that occasion, by General 
Wells. He said: 

It has been thought by some that 
this people, abused, maltreated, in- 
sulted, robbed, plundered and finally 
disfranchised and expatriated, would 
naturally feel reluctant to again unite 
their destiny with the American Re- 

blic. No wonder that it was thought 
— some that we would not again sub- 
mit ourselves (even while we were yet 
scorned and ridiculed) to return to 
our allegiance to our native country. 
Remember, that it was by the act of 
our country, not ours, that we were 
expatriated ; and then consider the 
opportunity we had of forming other 
ties ; let this pass while we lift the veil 
and show the pulicy which dictated us. 
That country, that constitution, those 
institutions were all ours—they are 
still ours. Our fathers were heroes of 
the revolotior. Under the master 
spirits of an Adams, a Jefferson, and 
a Wasbington, they declared and 
maintained thetr independence; and 
under the guidance of the spirit of 
truth, they fulfilled their mission 
whereunto they were sent from the 
presence of the Father. Because 
demagogues have arisen and seized 
the reigns of power, should we relin- 
quish our interest in that country, 
made dear to us by every tie of asso- 
. Ciation and consanguinity? * * * 
Those who have indulged such senti- 
ments concerning us, have not read 
Mormonism aright; for never, no 
mever, will we desert our country’s 
cause ; never will be found arrayed 
the side of her enemies, althongh she 
herself may cherish them in her own 
bosom. Although she may launch 
forth the thunder-bolts of war, which 
may return and spend their fury upon 
her own head, never, no never, will 
we permit the weakness of human 
nature to triumph over our love of 
— our devotion to her institu- 
tions, down to us by our hon- 
ored sires, made dear by a thousand 
tender recollections.” 
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journey to the mountains, when no 
eye but God’s saw them, and there was 
no need for a display of loyalty for 
political purposes shows how genuine 
is their love of country and reverence 
for the constitution. The address of 
President Young also, on the occasion 
of the calling of the Mormon battalion, 
is a rare example of this. Notwith- 
standing they had looked upon the 
**call” as a test of Mormon loyalty, 
and knew that it would prevent their 
going to the mountains that year, and 
rob them of the flower of their camps, 
he prompted the volunteers to their 
duty, us we have before recorded, in 
this remarkable manner: 

‘*T want to say to every man, the 
Constitution of the United States, as 
formed by our fathers, was dictated, 
was revealed, was put into their hearts 
by the Almighty, who sits enthroned 
in the midst of the heavens ; although 
unknown to them, it was dictated by 
the revelations of Jesus Christ, and 
I tell you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
it is as good as I could ever ask for. 
T say unto you, magnify the laws, 
There is no law in the United States, 
or in the Constitution, but I am ready 
to make honorable.” 

Yet, if to boldly stand up for their 
own constitutional rights, and to pro- 
test against the maladministration of 
Federal rule over the Territories, be 
disloyalty, Brigham Young and his 
people have been disloyal enough. 

An incident of their history, at this 
date, relative to the construction of 
a great national railroad to the Pa- 
cific coast, is too suggestive to be 


by | omitted, and it will be an excellent 


refutation of the slander that the 
Mormons courted a semi-barbaric iso- 
lation. 

At the first session of the Territorial 
Legislature, held in 1851-2, in Salt 
Lake City, memorials to Oongress 
were adopted, praying for the con- 
struction of a national central rail 
and also a telegraph line from the 
Missouri River, vid Salt Lake City, te 
the — memorial 
was approv vernor 
Yo March 1852 : 


| Your memorialista, the Governer 
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and Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of Utah, respectfully pray your 
honorable body to provide for the es. 
tablishment of a national central 
railroad from some eligible point on 
the Mississippi or Missouri River, to 
San Diego, San Francisco, Sacramento 
or Astoria, or such other point on or 
near the Pacific coast as the wisdom of 
your honorable body may dictate. 

Your memorialists respectfully state 

that the immense emigration to and 
from the Pacific requires the immediate 
attention, guardian care and fostering 
assistance of the greatest and most 
liberal Government on the earth. 
‘Your memorialists are of the opinion 
that not less than five thousand Ame- 
rican citizens have perished on the 
different routes within the last three 
years, for the want of proper means 
of transportation. That an eligible 
route can be obtained, your memorial. 
ists have no doubt, being extensively 
acquainted with the country. We 
know that no obstruction exists be- 
tween this point and San Diego, and 
that iron, coal, timber, stone and 
other materials exist in various places 
on the route ; and that the settlements 
of this Territory are so situated as to 
amply supply the builders of said road 
with materials and provisions for a 
considerable portion of the route, and 
to carry on an extensive trade after the 
road is completed. 

Your memorialists are of opinion 
that the mineral resources of California 
and these mountains can never be fully 

developed to the benefit of the United 
States, without the construction of 
such a road ; and upon its completion, 
the entire trade of China and the East 
Indies will pass through the heart of 
the Union, thereby giving our citizens 
the almost entire control of the Asiatic 
and Pacific trade; pouring into the 
lap of the American States the millions 
that are now diverted through other 
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commercial channels ; and last, though 
not least, the road herein proposed 
woul! be a perpetual chain or iron 
band, which would effectually bold 
together our glorious Union with an 
imperishable identity of mutual inter- 
est; thereby consolidating uur relations 
with foreign powers in times of peace, 
and our defence from foreign invasion, 
by the speedy transmission of troops 
and supplies, in time of war. 

The earnest attention of Congress to 
this important subject is solicited by 
your memorialists, who, in duty bound, 
will ever pray.” 

Herein will be seen that strong Mor- 
mon ambition for the glory and unity 
of our common country manifest-d 
throughout the entire history of this 
people, when the national destiny is 
not made to mean the extinction of 
the Mormons in its manifest course. 
With that qualification the Mormons 
were, in their design, as much the 
pioneers of this great national rail- 
road,” to unite the two halves of the 
continent, and pour millions of people 
on to the Pacific slope, to build up a 
galaxy of new States, as they had been 
of the emigration itself in that direc- 
tion; and this, too, was quite in keep- 
ing with that bold offer made to the 
Government by Joseph Smith, in 1843, 
to enter into the service of the natin, 
with several thousand well armed 
volunteers, to be followed by the en- 
tire Mormon community, to conquer 
the Pacific dominion for the Uniied 
States, and checkmate the aims of 
Great Britain to establish herself on 
this coast by the connivance of Mexico. 

On the 31st of January, 1854, there 
was another movement of the peuple 
for a Pacific railroad. The citizens of 
Salt Lake and surrounding country, 
men and women, gathering en masse 
> make a grand demonstration in its 

avor. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


4 
WAX. 
— 0 
There are probably no prophecies | the great Prophet of the 19th century, 
en record that are ——_ or clearer | and usherer in of the last 1 
than those uttered by Joseph Smith, | ef the fulness of times. ny of 


580 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


them have been fulfilled with the 
most unfailing accuracy, others are 
now in process of fulfillment, and 
others remain for verification in the 
near or distant future, according to 
the nature of the circumstances to 
which they relate. 

Strikingly notable among those 
literally falfilled by the progress of 
events is that upon war, etc., given 
December 25, 1832. We here extract 
from it— 

Verily thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning the wars that will shortly 
come to pass, beginning at the rebel. 
lion of South Carolina, which will 
eventually terminate in the death and 
misery of many souls. 

„The days will come that war will 
be poured out upon all nations, begin- 
ning at that place; for behold the 
Southern States will be divided against 
the Northern States, and the Southern 
States will call on other nations, even 
the nation of Great Britain, as it is 
called, and they shall also call upon 
other nations, in order to defend 
themselves against other nations ; and 
thus war will be poured out upon all 
nations. 

Aud it shall come to pass, after 
many days, that slaves shall rise 
against their masters, who shall be 
marshalled and disciplined for war. 

‘*And it shall come to pass also, 
that the remnants who are left of the 
land shall marshal themselves, and 
shall become exceeding angry, and 
shall vex the Gentiles with a sore 
vexation. 

And thus, with the sword, and 
by bloodshed, the inbabitants of the 
earth shall mourn, and with famine, 
and plague, and earthquakes, and the 
thunder of heaven, and the fierce and 
vivid lightning also, sball the inbabi- 
tants of the earth be made to feel the 
wrath and indignation and chastening 
hand of an Almighty Ged, until the 
consumption decreed hath made a full 
end of all nations.” 

On April 2, 1843, the Prophet 
Joseph said— 

„1 prophesy, in the name of the 
Lord God, that the commencement of 
the difficulties which will cause much 


bloodshed — to the coming ef 
the Son of Man, will be in South 
Carolina. | 
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The great rebellion, which com- 
menced at Charleston, South Carolina, 
is now a matter of American history, 
Tt is also an historical fact that Messrs, 
Mason and Slidell, the ambassadors of 
the Southern Confederacy to Great. 
Britain, went to that country with 
almost unlimited discretionary powers 
as to the aid they should negotiate to 
obtain from that country. Relating . 
to slaves rising against their masters, 
it is also a matter of history that not 
less than 40,000 of those freed during 
the progress of the rebellion joined 
the Federal army, ‘‘ marshalled and 
disciplined for war,” and met their 
masters in deadly conflict on the field 
of battle. The prophecy may refer to 
a rising of the colored men against the 
whites still future, but if it should 
not, that portion of the prophetic 
utterances has been literally fulfilled. 

It is true that Great Britain has not 
yet called upon other nations, in order 
to defend herself against other nations, 
but there seems a fair prospect of the 
near fulfillment of that part of the 
prophecy with as much closeness and 
nicety as those portions have which 
related to events of the past. Whether 
England will be impelled to call upon 
other nations to aid her on account of 
complications growing out of the war 
between Russia and Turkey, and 


which are even now menacing her 


eastern interests, of course we do not 
pretend to say. 

We do not doubt, however, that that 
part of the prophetic prediction upon 
war will be fulfilled with as striking 
exactness as the other portions re- 
ferred to. 

Harmonious with these prognostica- 
tions is the assertion of the Savior te 
his disciples, when they enquired what 
should be the signs of his second com- 
ing, that there should be wars and 
rumors of war, nation rising against 
nation, etc. Probably the rumors of 
war have never been rifer at any 
period of the world’s history than 
now, and actual war as well is spread- 
ing over the land. 

Facts such as the foregoing are 
worthy the consideration of all, for it 
is important to every one alike te 
know that Joseph Smith was what he 
claimed to be,.a Prophet divinely in- 


jspired. Such evidences as the exact 
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fulfillment of his predictions cannot | ment or sophistry can render them 
well be set aside. No amount of argu- | void.— Deseret News. 


THE REGEN ERATION AND ETERNAL DURATION OF MATTER. 
BY ELDER PARLEY YT. 
(Written in Prison. ) 
— 
„The Elements are Eternal. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 565 


PRATT. 


The solid rocks have burst asunder 
at thy withering touch; they have 
been rent in twain, and hur.ed from 
their firm foundations by thy mighty 

wer; and they lay scattered in cence of youth, or the charms of 
— fragments and ruined heaps as beauty cannot save from thy cruel 
monuments of agonizing nature, and grasp,—thou hast svallowed up the 
as a testimony of the heaving sighs, | nations as water, and thou art an 
the convulsive quakings, and dreadful | hungered still, —thou hast drunk rivers 


orators and statesmen, beneath the 
blast of thy breath have found one 
common grave. 


The dignity of age, the playful inno- 


groanings of the earth itself, while by 
wicked hands the great Messiah was 
slain. And what shall I say more? 
‘for the time would fail me to inuu 
merate the evils of intemperance, dis 
sipation, debauchery, pride, luxury, 
idleness, eXtravayance, avarice aud 
ambition, hatred and envy, priestcraft 
and persecution, with all their attend. 
ant train of troubles, miseries, pains, 
diseases and deaths, which have all 
contributed to reduce mankind to a 
state of wretchedness and sorrow in- 
describable, The noble and majestic 
features of manhood have often been 
transformed by these vices into the 
frightful and disgusting image of 
-demoniac furies,—the angelic beauties 
of earth’s fairest daughters as often 
‘transformed by vice into objects of 
mingled pity and contempt ; but cease 
my soul, no longer dwell on these 
awful scenes; my heart is faint, my 
soul is sick, my spirit grieves within 
me, and mine eyes are suffused with 
tears while contemplating upon the 
scenes of wretchedness and misery 
which sin has produced in our world. 
O misery, how hast thou triumphed ! 
O death, how many are thy victories! 
‘Thrones and dominions, principalities 
and powers, kingdoms and empires 
have sunk beneath thine all conquer- 
ing arm,—their kings and their nobles, 
their princes and their lords, their 


vf blood, and hast bathed in oceans of 
tears, and thy thirst is still raging with 
unaba'ing fury. Whither,—ah! whi- 
ther shall I turn for comfort? in what 
secret chamber shall I hide myself to 
elude thy swift pursuit? If I would 
heap up gold as dust I caunot bribe 
thee. If I would fortify my habita- 
tion with the munitions of rocks, thine 
arrows would pierce them as the 
spider’s web, and find their way to 
my heart. [f I would soar on high as 
the eagle, or fly to the most secret 
havnts of the desert, or hide myself in 
the gloomy thicket with the solitary 
bird of night, or retire with the bat to 
the inmost recesses of the cavern, yet 
thy footsteps would pursde me, and 
thy vigilance would search me out. 
No arguments of the wise, no talents 
of the eloquent, can prevail with thee. 
The tears of the widow, the cries of 
the fatherless, or the broken heared 
anguish of the lover, cannot move thee. 
to pity ; thou mockest at the groans 
and tears of humanity, thou scornest 
the pure affections of love and tender- 
ness, and thou delightest to tear 
asunder the silken cords of conjugul 
affection, and all the tender ties of 
love and endearmert which twine 
around the virtuous heart, and which 
serve to cement society, and to admi- 
nister joy and happiness in every 
department of life. What mighty 
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power shall check thy grand career, 
and set bounds o’er which thou canst 
not pass? Whose mighty voice shall 
command, saying, ‘‘ Thus far, no far- 
ther shalt thou go, and here let thy 
proud waves be stayed?’ What 
almighty conqueror shall lead thee 
captive—shall burst thy chains—tbrow 
open the doors of thy gloomy cells, 
and set the unnumbered millions of 
thy prisoners free? Who. shall bind 
up the broken hearted—comfort the 
mourners—dry the tears of sorrow— 
open the prison to them that are 
bound—set the captives free—make 
au end of sin and oppression—bring 
in everlasting righteousness— swallow 
up death in victory—restore creation 
to its primitive beauty, glory, excel. 
lence, and perfection, „and destroy 
bim whe has the power of death, that 
is the Devil, and deliver those who 
through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage?” but 
On the plains of Judea me-thinks I hear 
The melting strains of the lonely shepherd's 
Midnight song, as it echoes among the hi 
And vales, and dies away in 1 
Its heavenly melody betokens 
A theme of joy such as the sons of earth 
Have — eard,—some heavenly theme 
as i 
The choirs of angels—mingling their music 
With — ay of earth, conspired to cele- 
ra 
Some new event—some jubilee of rest— 
Some grand release from servitude and woe. 
But see—ah see! the opening heavens 
around 
Them ee a glorious train of angels 


right 
Ascending, fill the air :—it is indeed 
A more than mortal theme. But hark 
ain— 
Me-thinks I understand the words,—they 
Celebrate the birth of king Messiah, 
The mighty Prince who soon shall conquer 


ea 
With all his legions, and reign triumphant 
Over — as King of kings, and Lord of 
o 
Their chorus ends with peace on earth 
good will 
To men. O monster death I now behold 


Thy conqueror ! Jesus of Nazareth 
The babe of Bethlehem— the Son of God. 


He comes to earth, and takes apon. 
him flesh and blood, —even the seed 
of Abraham—and this for the express 
purpose of conquering sin and death, 
and restoring a lost and fallen world 
to its former perfection, that it may be 
capable of eternal life and happiness, 

„As in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” Now 
let the reader endeavor in particular 
to understand the precise object of the 
mission of Jesus Christ into our world, 
and what was to be accomplished by 
his death and resurrection. We have 
already endeavored to show the effect 
of Adam's transgression in a physical 
as well as moral point of view; we 
have seen that sin materially affected 
the earth itself, as well as all its animal 
and vegetable productions. Now the 
object of a Savior to bleed and die as a 
sacrifice and atonement for sin, was 
not only to redeem man in a moral 
sense from his lost and fallen state, 
but it was also to restore the physical 
world from all the effects of the fall, 
to purify the elements, and to present 
the earth in spotless purity before the 
throne of Gud, clothed in celestial 
glory, as a fit inheritance for the ran- 
somed throng who are destined to 
inherit it in eternity. If the question 
be asked for what Christ died? the 
answer is, first, he died for all of 
Adam’s race. Secondly, for all the 
animal and vegetable productions of 
the earth, so far as they were affected 
by the fall of man. The lion, the 
wolf, the leopard, and the bear, and 
even the serpent, will finally feel and 
enjoy the effects of this great restora- 
tion, precisely in the same degree in 
which they were affected by the fall. 
Thirdly, Christ died for the earth 
itself, to redeem it from all the effects 
of the fall, that it might be cleansed 
from ein and have eternal life. Now 
this atonement which was made by 
Jesus Christ was universal, so far as it 
relates to the effects of Adam’s trans- 
gression, and this without any condi- 
tions on the part of the creature. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


While we boast of our great knowledge and progress, in coming to solid 


reflection, it is remarkable how little we know. 


The history of one nomad is 


as unknown as the universe; one drop of water is as wonderful as all the sea, 
ene ivaf as all the forests, and one grain of sand as all the stare. 
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CONCUBINES AND COMMENT. 


— 0 


„There is a nauseating amount of 
twaddle published regarding the con- 
cubines' in Utah, while there is little 
or nothing said about the concubines 
in California. Take this city for ex- 
ample, and concubinage is wore preva. 
lent than it is in Salt Lake. How 
many concubines do you suppose there 
are in the high-toned lodying houses 
on Montgomery, Kearny, and other 
streets? Hundreds upon hundreds, 
living in open defiance of law. Who are 
their supporters? Why, the promin- 
ent ductors, lawyers, capitalists, politi- 
cians, bankers and well-to do menabout 
town. The great majority of these 
lecherous rascals have wives and fami- 
lies. These are the very fellows who 
own front pews in fashionable churches ; 
they are the sanctimonious hypocrites 
who are loudest in their denunciations 
of what they call concubinage in Utah, 

There is this difference between 
the concubinage in Utah and that in 
our midet. In the former place the 
man 18 married to ber who is styled a 
concubine by the Gentile world; be 
has to protect, defend and support 
ber. He has to treat her as a wife, 
and she is recognized as such in the 
community in which she lives. If she 
bas childreu they are legitimate. 

In San Francisco a Gentile- Mor 
mon—for the Gentile is practising 
Mormonism as a species of sensuality 
—has bis concubine as a slave to mini 
ster tohis passions. If she has chil. 
dreu they are bastards. She is noth- 


ing but a mere animal. She has to 
subject her body to the will of the 
man who supports her. He can turn 
her away when he pleases, desert her 
at his fancy. San Francisco concubin- 
age is little better than slavery of the 
most degrading character. The con- 
cubines look well on the street, dress- 
ed gaily, or airing themselves at the 
theatres in butterfly array. But there 
are terrible lacerations of the heart, 
fearful convulsions of the soul among 
the women doomed to this condition 
of concubinage. Suppose that you 
pelted stones at the glass windows of 
those who support concubinage in this 
city. Ah! there would be a startling 
smash all around. Everybody knows 
not the guilty ones, but the guilt is 
there. 

Before making fierce newpaper at- 
tacks on the saintly Mormons, far 
away, would it not be fun for the popu- 
lace to throw a few telling shotand skell 
at the roal Mormon (hypocrites) in our 


midst ?’—San Francisco Golden Era. 


According to all we can learn, there 
is an abundance of “‘ concubinage” and 
also of polyandry in some sort in Cali- 
fornia, and both of a very low and de- 
basing sort. But of concubinage in 
Utah, of any sort we know nothing. 
Utah plural marriage and California 
concubinage are essentially differernt 
institutions, as different as light from 
darkness, as wide apart as heaven and 


hell. — Deseret News. 


— — 


Gotpen Woxps.--The habit of looking on the bright side is invaluable. 


Men and women who are evermore reckoning up what they want, rather than 
what they have—cuunting the difficulties in the way, instead of contriving 
means to overcome them—are almost certain to live ou corn bread, fat pork 
and salt fish, and siuk to unmarked graves. The world is sure to smile upon 
a man who seems to be successful, but let him go about with a crestfallen air, and 
the very dogs in the street will set upon him. We must all have losses. Late 
frosts will nip the fruit in the bud, banks will break, investments will prove 
worthless, valuable horses will die, aud china vases will break, but all these 
calamities do not come together. The wise course to persue, when one plan 
fails, is to form another; when one prop is knocked from under us, to fill its 
place with a substitute, and evermore count what is left rather than what is 
taken. When the final reckoning is made, if it appears that we have not lost 


the consciousness of our internal rectitude ; if we have kept charity toward all 
men ; if by the various discipline of life, we have been freed from follies and 
contirmed in virtues, whatever we have lost, the yreat balance sheet will be in 
our favor. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1877. 
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WHICH IS BEST? 
Every well regulated mind realizes; its dependence upon some great over- 
shadowing and over-ruling influence or power, which men have agreed to 
designate as God. This seems to be one of the inherent or primitive instincts 
of man, one which is interwoven into, and forms an ineradicable pene of 
the constitution of the race. : 

The manifestations of this instinct are variable, because susceptible of educa- 
tion; training determines measureably i's quality and character, and men’s 
conceptions vary as do they themselves; some have projected for themselves a 
God who is to be feared, a God who exists at an infinite distance, one who 
needs to be conciliated, one to whose favor abject servility would, be the surest 
passport. 

Between this conception and!that entertained by the Church of Jesus Christ 
there is a great gulf—a gulf bridged by every shade of idea in regard to the 
great Supreme. The Bible is generally considered by Christendom to be the 
one certain, definite revelation of the character of God, but every man can 
draw from thence ideas, peculiar to himself. With the pure thou wilt show 
thyself pure, and with the froward thou wilt show thyself unsavoury” (2 Sam. 
xxii, 27). To the Jews he was the God of battles—a man of blood; while to 
the believer in Jesus, he is „ the brightness of his Father’s glory, and the 
express image of his person.” To one he is an austere man, gathering where 
he strewed not,” exacting justice in its most harsh sense, and ministering 
vengeance to every adversary ; to another he is easy going—a God of mercy— 
whose love dwarfs every other quality and attribute, ‘‘ forgiving iniquity, 
transgression and sin.“ These several opinions, ideas and impressions are 
comparative, and not positive; true knowledge only comes by the spirit, No 
man knoweth who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the 
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him” (Luke x, 22). When by obedient 
fidelity men declare their allegiance to the Son, giving heed to and embracing 
his Gospel, they receive of the Spirit by which they are enabled to cry, Abba, 
Father.” 

This conception implies relationship, implies interest—of a mutual character; 
implies intercourse and communication; implies advantages resulting from 
this intercourse, at all events to theJ onegin the lower position; hence comes 
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prayer, intelligent prayer ; .earnest, persevering, successful prayer; and this is 
found to be in unison with the practice of all ages as delivered in the sacred 
records ; the greatest, the wisest, the best, whose brief biographies illuminate 
the historic page, were those who understood and enjoyed this Spirit ; from 
Abel to Seth, from Seth to Enoch, from Enoch to Abraham, from Abraham 
to Moses, from Moses to David, from thence to Jesus and Joseph; with every 
interstice as filled by Priests, Prophets, Apostles and holy men,—there has 
been unanimous feeling after, and communication with the heavens, in a 
greater or less degree ; those who have been most earnest in this direction 
have been the most blessed ; from Daniel in the den of lions, and the three 
Hebrew children, to the jailor at Phillipi, or Joseph in the woods of 
America, the praying man has been a man of power, the man who under alt 
circumstances was master of the situation ; he who in all things acknowledged 

God, in ail things found that God directed his paths. 

A late incident of experience was that of a member of the Church, who was 
like some others, a non- praying man; he had testimony upon testimony in 
regard to the Gospel, but for many a weary year he failed in his efforts to 
gather to Zion, expressing himself as indisposed ‘‘to ask God for that which 
he was able to do of himself ;” every effort that he made seemed to be beset 
by difficulty, nothing seemed to run smoothly; there was jar, contention and 
failure, until finally, after great individual effort, he escaped as by the skin of 
his teeth to the other side the Atlantic; but when this policy will land him in 
Zion is yet a query, and when landed, what Zion will be to him no Prophet is 
needed to foretell—it can only result in disappointment, unless the spirit of 
repentance leads so uneducated a man to turn to the Lord with full purpose 
of heart.” 

Another incident was that of a good faithful sister like Hannah of ancient 
times, she fell in love with the truth, received of its Almighty power, and for 
many years with patience and steadfastness of purpose besought her husband 
and her family to accept the Gospel; but there was continued indifference, 
wealth was their ambition, gain their present God ; at length the family grew 
up so that they could see to themselves ; a mother’s love clung by them so long 
as they were dependent, when they had outgrown this, and it seemed possible 
to leave home comforts to the husband and the unmarried children, she deter- 
mined to gather; her way was opened; on her arrival at the point of embark- 
ation she was followed by her husband and sons, who begged, entreated her to 
return, to leave the society of the Elders” and “ tke fascination of the Gos- 
pel” ; a mother’s heart, a wife’s heart may have wavered, but she asked the 
privilege of retiring ; in secret she poured out her feelings before the Lord, 
returning calm and self-possessed to declare, that this people should be her 
people, their God her God, where they lived she would live, and there would 
she be buried“; the stricken husband and sons with great reluctance went their 
way to a cheerless home, the wife and mother hers, testifying to the truth, and 
imploring heaven to give them wisdom, and lead them in the ways of peace ; 
by the power of God through prayer and supplication she triumphed, on the 
altar of her faith, sbe offered the sacrifice of an acknowledged kind and tender 
husband, a pleasant and well-provided home, a family of which any woman 
might be proud, save ‘‘in the one thiag needful”; yet when the floodgates 
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of affection opened, in calling upon God, there was strength equal to her day, 
and in that case surely the promise will be fulfilled, ‘‘ There is no man (or 
woman) that hath left house, or children, or lands for my sake, and the Gos- 
pel’s, but he (or she) shall receive a hundred fold now in this time, houses, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions ; and in the world to come eternal 
life ; (see in full) Mark x, 28, 29, 30. 

It is highly probable that in the exercise of this privilege, we are not always 
successful, by repetition we become more or less formal, sometimes ‘‘ drawing 
near to God when our hearts are far from him”; and as Jesus said we ask 
and receive not, because we ask amiss”; our prayers are too diffuse, too general, 
and without warmth, without energy, and without decision ; it was said by one 
of the old Apostles, If any of you ask of God, let him ask in faith 
nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. Let not that man think, that he will receive any thing of 
the Lord.” James i, 6. 

„He that comes tu God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” Heb. xi, 6. Now the world claim this 
as their property (which in a sense may be true,) but it was originally addressed 
to the brethren—to those who had ‘‘ been made partakers of the Holy Ghost,” 
and these of course were able to comprehend the blessings and advantages of 
that admonition, ‘‘ pray without ceasing ; and in every thing give thanks ; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Ist Thess., 5, 17, 18. 
Now their God is a God nigh at hand, and not a God afar off,“ he can hear, and 
he can answer their prayers, and the privilege of the Saints is to-day the same 
as when Jesus said to his disciples, ‘‘ All things whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matt. xxv, 22,—let them therefore ‘‘ ask 
and receive that their joy may be full,” or as Paul said to the Hebrews, ‘‘ Let 
us (them) come boldly to the throne of grace that we (they) may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.” 

It will not do for the Saints to neglect this duty, to miss this privilege, or to 
ignore this blessing ; a prayerless man, a prayerless woman, a prayerless child 
in the Church of Jesus Christ, is an anomaly, and living far below the position 
to which they have been called; not in a spiritual sense alone, but in every 
detail of life prayer is an ordinance by which to commaud success; some are 
not unwilling to recognize God in the establishment of his kingdom, in the 

restoration of his Priesthood, and the revelation of the Gospel,—they are also 
willing to pray for the success of theee in detail, but when it comes to business, 
to daily avocation, to be applied to the making of a trade, to the government 
of a family, prayer for wisdom in these directions is considered out of place; yet 
men’s experience, or—that which they have learned—which they know—which 
they understand is best sanctified when held by a prayerful spirit, and most 
likely to bring the blessing of heaven when entered upon with a humble reli- 
ance upon Divine approbation, and every enterprise is questionable, upon which 
we have no heart to invoke Divine inspiration for all its processes, as well as for 
its final issue; let the Saints then pray, pray iu secret, pray in their families, 
pray in the assemblages of the Saints; let them pray in simplicity, pray in 
detail, and pray for that which they really need; pray for Zion, for her inter- 
ests, for her growth and triumph ; pray for the Priesthood, for their presidents, 
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their traveling Elders, and their local authorities; let them pray for their wives, 
their children, their friends, the world ; let them pray for their temporal affairs, 
that employment may be continuous, and that heaven's increase may rest upon 
the results of their labor, so that they may be enabled to deliver themselves. 
and their posterity from ‘‘a wicked and perverse generation”; pray earnestly, 
pray untiringly, pray intelligently ; let it not be said of any professed Saint 
they do not—cannot pray, for Prayer is the simplest form of speech, that 
infant lips can try; Prayer the sublimest strains that reach the majesty on 
high.” Their God will hear, be will answer, he who hath said that for all 
of these things he will be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do them;’’ 
those who so act will be filled with the Spirit, it will be their life, and commu- 

nion with the heavens will become easier, and more decided, until revelation 

will become the guide of life, then it will be demonstrated that it is bést to 
„Pray without ceasing and in every thing give thanks.” H. W. N. 


DeprarTURE.—Before this STaR reaches its readers, Elder Orson Pratt and 
Prest. J. F. Smith, sister Smith and son accompanying, will be on the deep, as 
they expect to leave Liverpool per S. S. Wyoming, on the 12th inst. vid New 
York, for Utah Territory. This departure is the result of President Young’s 
decease, it being thought desirable that the Twelve should be present at the 
General Conference, commencing October 6th. We regret not only the cause 
but the departure itself, for we are suddenly deprived of the teachings, coun- 
sels, and pleasant associations which have ministered to ourlife, and the Saints who 
might reasonably have expected closer acquaintance through District Meetings, 
Conferences, and communications, are for the present deprived of this privi- 
lege in common with ourselves ; but our hearts, our feelings, and our faith will 
go ont after them, that in their journeyings they may be preserved from the 
power of the elements, and from every adverse influence, and return in peace 
to Zion to sympathize with their brethren of the Twelve, the Counsellors to the 
President, his family, his associates and friends; and to aid in comforting the 
hosts of Israel who will probably assemble in greater force, and make the next 
the largest and most important Conference in the annals of the Church. We 
do pray, and all our brethren in the ministry will pray, and every faithful Saint 
in the European Mission will pray, that wisdom may be in their counsels, that 
the Great Head of the Church” may fill them with his spirit, that peace and 
union may continue to characterize and increase among the Saints, until Zion 
shall triumph, and become the joy and praise of the whole earth. And while 
we lament the loss ‘of our President, our faith is that the Church of the living 
God is about to make in its history and future a step as gigantic and as progres- 


sive as when from Carthage and Illinois the prayers of a united although 
desolated people went up to heaven; he is still their God, and his people 
shall be willing in the day of his power!” Elder F. S. Richards will also 
return on the same steamer. | H. W. N. 


A Visit.—Two meetings were held in St. James’s Hall, Barros in Furness, 
August 19th. President Jos. F. Smith, Elders James Mellor, Prest. of the 
Liverpool Conference, S. L. Richards, of the Manchester Conference, and H. 
W. Naisbitt, were present. Prest. Smith and Elder Richards spoke in the after- 
noon, and Elder Naisbitt in the evening. The meetings were not large, but. 
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those present appeared very much interested, and we hope good was done. 
This notice has been deferred and shortened, as also other items in the Star, 
‘because of publication two weeks in advance to give compositors, etc., an out. 
We hope soon to bring communications and news up to date- 


— 


RELEASES. The following Presidents of Conferences and Traveling Elders 
have been released to return home with the next company, sailing Sept. 19th— 
Hamilton G. Park, Glasgow; Thos. A. Wheeler, Birmingham; Jas. Mellor, 
Liverpool; W. W. Taylor, Leeds; Jas. McFarland, Newcastle and Durham; 
John Parry, Bristol; Samuel Leigh, Welsh Conference ; and J. C. Sandberg 
.and K. H. Brown, of the Scandinavian Mission. 

APPOINTMENTS AND CHaNnGES.—Elder A. F. McDonald, sen., is appointed 
to preside over the Glasgow Conference. 

Elder Royal B. Young is appointed tu preside over the’ Newcastle and Dur- 
ham Conference. | 

Elder C. D. Evans is appointed to preside over the Leeds Conference. 

Elder Thos. Barratt is appointed to preside over the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder G. Atkin is appointed to preside over the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder J. H. Parry is appointed to preside over the Welsh Conferenee. 

Elder Daniei Jacobs is appointed to preside over the Bristol Conference. 

Elder John R. Young is released from the Welsh Conference, to labor under 
the direction of Prest. Jacobs. 

Elder Lorus Pratt is eppointed to labor in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder J. W. Taylor is released from the Welsh, and appointed to labor in 
the Newcastle and Durham Conference. 


ARRIVALS.— We were well pleased to greet our old friends and associates, 
Elders A. W. Carlson and B. H. Schettler, who arrived in Liverpool on the 
Sth inst., per S. S. Wisconsin, after a very pleasant trip of 11 days duration, 
including one day lost by the breakage of machinery. They are in good health, 
and speak highly of the Guion & Co. officers and accommodation. The bre- 
thren were unaware of the death of President Young until their arrival in 
‘Queenstown, and then could scarcely believe it, as when they left he had been 
better in health than usual. We give them hearty welcome, and know they 


will do well on their respective missions, the one (brother Carlson) going to 
Sweden, and brother Schettler to Holland. 


(A CHANGE.) 


—0 — 
The following appears in the Deseret News, in its issue of August 16t.— 
VALEDICTORY. devoting to this office consistently with 
Having been called, some time back, | our other duties, as much attention 
to operate in another department of | and energy as it should receive from 
labor, it consequently follows that our | the party entrusted with the direction 
directorial connection with the News| and chiefly responsible for the condi- 
comes to an end, as the time at our | tion and conduct of such an important 
disposal is too brief to allow of our! establishment. It therefore becomes 
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our duty to announce to our readers, | 


patrons, and friends, and to the public 
generally, that onr name henceforth 
will cease to be associated with the 
News as editor and publisber, which 
position we have occupied, from Aug. 

20, 1873, to the present date. 
We may take the opportunity, how- 
ever, to say that, although thus sever- 
ing our immediate connection with the 
News, we shall continue to entertain a 
lively interest in its welfare and pros- 

rity. Davip O. CaLDER. 

Aug. Ist. 

SALOTATORY. 

As will be seen by the above an- 
nouncement, after nearly four years’ 
connection with the Deseret News as 
Editor and Publisher, brother David 
O. Calder has been required, in con- 
sequence of other business engage- 
ments and the pressure of uther duties, 
to relinquish his connection with this 
office, a position he has so long and 
ably filled. The undersigned, with 
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this issue of the paper, assume the 
duties and responsibilities of Editors 
and Publishers of the Deseret News, 
and the management of its business. 
It is customary, under such circum- 
stances, to announce to the public 
the policy the new editors intend to 
adopt and the manner in which they 
will treat all questions of public in- 
terest. But we ure so well known to 
the large majority of our readers, that 
we feel that we are spared the neces- 
sity of such an announcement of our 


intentions and views on this occasion. 
It shall be our endeavor to keep the 
Deseret News up to its old standard, 
and make as many improvements in 
it as we can. We recognize in it a 
great instrument for the accomplish- 
ment of good, and it shall be our aim 
to have it fill its legitimate mission in 
the best possible manner. In this we 
trnst we shall have the kind support 
and liberal patrouage of our friends. 
Georce Q CANNON. 


BRIOHAM Yoona, Jor. 


HOME CORRESPONDENCE, 


— —— 


Birmingham, August Sth, 1877. 

Pres. Joseph F. Smith. 

Dear Brother, —I take this opportu- 
nity to communicate the condition and 

rogress of affairs in this Conference. 

rothers Judd, Atkin and Ball, my 
co-laborers, are indefatigable and ener- 
getic in their efforts to disseminate the 
truth ; to encourage the Saints, both 
in private and social gatherings, and 
also on the highway, in out door 
meetings, in the chapel, or private 
dwelling, as opportunity may present. 
There is much indifference manifested 
in relation to the true system of reli- 
gion, —ocoasionally we are successful 
in — one to a knowledge of the 
truth. e have baptized during the 
past two months, fifteen persons, and 
others are investigating, intending 
to become identified with us. We 
have had interesting meetings at 
Stanwick, Herefordshire, and other 
parts of the Conference, and a lively 
interest is created. The Saints with 
but few exceptions are striving to live 
worthy of their profession, to lead 
exemplary lives, and a great desire is 


manifested to gather to Zion. We 
think there will be qnite a nice com- 
pany from this Conference to join 
with those gathering this fall. The 
Saints are generally poor, and feel 
heavily the dull times and scarcity of 
labor in this neighborhood ; we can 
perceive the judgments of God mak- 
ing their appearance in fulfillment of 
the predictions ; this awakens in the 
minds of thinking persons recollec- 
tions of the testimonies of the Elders 
in former times as well as the presen 
in regard to the calamities that woul 
follow the proclamation of the Gospel, 
and prepare for the second advent of 
the Messiah. The brethren at 26, 
}unitedly join me in kind love to your 
yourself, family, and all at 42.“ 
Ever praying for the prosperity of 
Zion, in all her interests: from your 
brother in the Gospel of Peace,— 
Tuomas A. WHEELER. 


Nottingham, August 8th, 1877. 


Dear Brother,— Knowing the interest 
you take in the progress of this mission, 


| Dosen Smith. 


| 


590 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


I desire to tell you how we are in this 
Conference. On the 29th of July we 
held a camp meeting in my old and 
well-respected village, Whitwick.” 
I emigrated from there eight years ago, 
after having the honor of presiding 
over the Branch for the long period of 
nineteen years; during this time I 
formed a good many acquaintances ont 
of as well as in the Church, and to this 
time | feel a great interest in the wel- 
fare of the inhabitants of the village, 
and have had many anticipations of 
the time when with my brethren from 
Utah, I might bave the privilege of 
speaking to my old friends. I am 
please: to say that the people turned 
out well to our meeting during the day, 
and listened to the remarks made with 
much attention; we staid over the 
30th with them and had good time; 
the owners of a very convenient piece 
of land gave us the use of it with plea- 
sure, and we also were very much 
pleased with it, We visited and talke: 
to the peuple in the vicinity till the 5th 
of August, then met at Sheepshed, 
‘four miles distant from Whitwick, 
where there is a lively little Branch of 
the Church, the members with their 
President had taken every chance to 
make our meeting public; we met at 
10 30 4. m., the young brethren, brother 
Meluntire, brother Oarter, brother 
Empy and brother Barratt spoke to 
us. Met again at 2 30 p. m.; brother 
Oook and brother Barratt occupied the 
time. Met again at 6 p.m. I occupied 
the evening, I never felt better in ad- 
vocating the principles of the Gospel, 
and my brethren testified that they 
never wituessed a better feeling amongst 
the people than at this time. After 
the meeting was closed the people hang 
-around us, and seemed to drink into 
our spirit. But the result of oar labors 
still lays in the future. We plant and 
water, but it is our Father that can give 
the increase Mr. Cotton has shown 
bis kindness and good will to our peo 
‘ple for years in letting us have the use 
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done all he could in providing us with 
seats, and has hauled them to the field 
for us; also Mr. Robinson very kindly 
furnished us with seats, and told us 
any thing he had that would be of any 
service to us we could have it, and the 
people not in the Church kindly invited 
us to eat with them, aud were glad of 
ourcompany. At the close of the day’s 
services our hearts burned within us 
while looking over the circumstances 
that had transpired, for we could not 
but see and acknowledge that the hand 
of our Father had been over us for 
good. The Saints from the Leicester 
and Whitworth Branches met with us 
and greatly added to our services by 
uniting with the Sbeepsbed choir, and 
I must say the singing was very good. 
On Monday the brethren met in Coun- 
cil, a short time, to arrange for future 
labors. Brother Barratt and brother 
Carter are traveling together, brother 
Barratt being a mao of experience will 
he a great help to brother Carter. 
Brother Molotire and brother Empy 
are traveling together ; these arrange- 
ments were made by mutual consent, 
I am well satisfied with your choice in 
the brethren you have thought well 
to send here, and we hope and pray 
that we may do some good in these 
parts; the brethren are well, and 
happy ds needs be, rejoicing in their 
labors and willing to do as told. Ioan 
say I rejoice very much in their society 
and in the society of the Saints, and 
in the society of a great many that I 
meet with in — travels; we bave in 
this county a deal of poverty, trade is 
very bad, and quite a few of the breth- 
ren out of work. But as our day se 
our strength will be. Asa whole we 
are getting along pretty good, still 
there is room to improve all the time. 
Kind regards to all at 42.“ 

Praying the Lord to bless and qual- 
ify you for the important duties you 
have to perform, I remain your brother 
in the Gospel of Ohrist,— , 

Tromas Batu. 


-ef the field; also . Newbold has 
UTAH NEWS. 
— — 
From the Deseret News: 


Kirby, Jun., writes from Pabreah, 


‘the exception of one or two families we are living in the 


Kane County: With 
United Order. It is 
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progressing rapidly, under the direotion of Robert A. Smith, as foreman. The 

ple are united, being blessed with a good Bishop and Counselors. Thecrops 
Rok flourishing. The wheat is all harvested and some of it is thrashed. Corn 
is very forward. Our Sunday School is improving, and our day sohool is having 
a vacation. 


RetTuRNED Miss1onary.—We have been called upon by Elder Milando Pratt, 
who lately arrived from a mission to the eastern States, upon which he left this 
city on February 6th. He has been absent six months. He labored in the 
States of New York, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania. He baptized four per- 
sons, enjoyed his mission greatly, and returns in good health. His brother, 
Elder Lorus Pratt, who was laboring in conjunction with him, accompanied bis 
father, Elder Orson Pratt, to England. They held a large number of open-air 
meetings, especially in Connecticut. 

Missionary Lasors.—A private letter from Elder Meliton G. Trejo states 
that he and the other missionaries laboring in Mexico and portions of Arizona 
are meeting with considerable success in places, having baptized quite a num- 
ber of believers. In consequence of persecution, instigated by the priests, 
many who are believers in the Gospel are afraid to embrace it. The excitement 
against the Elders in some of the towns has been so high that they have been 
in danger, having been abused in various ways. Notwithstanding, the brethren 
feel encouraged, realizing that, although the wicked howl, the Lord is with 
them. 


RAILROAD. —The extension on the west end of the Utah Western Railroad is 
progressing rapidly. A distance of over four miles is completed, and soon the 
point selected for the Tooele City station, about three miles distance from that 
town, will be reached, It is expected that the whole thirteen miles of the 
extension, to the point near Stockton, where the tunnelling will have to be done, 
will be completed in September. At the latter point a tramway company, organ- 
ized a short time sinee, is constructing a two foot guage line between there and 
the mines in Dry Canon, to meet with the Utah Western. A length of several 
miles of the tramway hae already been constructed, and the whole will pro- 
bably be done by the time the Utah Western reaches the connecting point. 


ReTuRNED Misatonany.— We were pleased to receive a call from Elder Rulon 
8. Wells, who reached home lately from a mission to Europe. He left this city | 
October 26th, 1875, and proceeded to Switzerland, where he arrived Novem- 
25th, the same year. He labored in that country nearly the whole of the 
time he was absent, excepting a short time he spent in Germany.. He ba 
tized between twenty and thirty persons into the Church. He» enjoyed his labors — 
greatly, and returns in excellent health and spirits. He is grateful for the 
experience he has gained on his mission, having had the opportunity of proving 
to bis entire satisfaction, the power and efficacy of the Gospel, and has had 
many evidences and assurances that the Lord was with him in his labors. He 


— over in the States a few weeks, on the way home, to visit relatives and 
en 


InongaszeD Warter.—Brother Reese R. Lewellyn tells of the increase of the 

water supply at Fountain Green, Sanpete, as follows :—‘‘ Our crops look well; 
several patches of wheat, oats, and barley have been cut. I recollect well, in 
1859, when we came here first, we thought there was about enough water for a 
dozen families, providing we were economical, now there are in the neighbor- 
hood of a thousand inhabitants in this place and we have watered, from our 
main spring, 1566 acres; from Birch Creek, 400 acres; and from Pole Canon 
‘Creek, 120 acres; making a total of 2,086 acres. We are under the strictest 
discipline in watering. e do not consider that we have a right to waste that 
element more than any other, and it seems to me that we are blest by the Al- 
mighty in our efforts.” The increased supply of water in these valleys through- 
~eut, since their first settlement, is very remarkable, and is rightly attributed, 
“by the Latter-day Saints, to the blessing of God. 


